
As Christian stewards, we receive God’s gifts gratefully, cultivate them responsibly, share them in loving  
justice with others and return them with increase to the Lord. — Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response 
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his Advent will bring a new challenge. It is always 
a challenge to keep Advent. The world in which 
we live has no time for waiting. We want what 

we want and we want it now! Advent is about patient 
waiting ς waiting for the return of the Lord at the end of 
time and waiting for the birth of Jesus in time. 

The voracious spirit of Christmas driven by a commer-
cial rather than a spiritual force each year advances the 
beginning of the Christmas season so that there is no 
longer any time left for Advent. As believers we are in-
vited to fight against this constant erosion of Advent 
waiting time. That requires much discipline. Many have 
just given up trying to preserve the spirit of Advent;  
I hope you are not one of those people. 

This year our attention during Advent is going to be 
divided. Not by commercialism but by the Church. On 
November 27, 2011, the First Sunday of Advent, we will 
be introducing the new Roman Missal. The words we 
pray are going to change. Change is always uncomfort-
able. Nevertheless, ready or not, the new words of the 
Mass are coming to a church near you. Even though Eng-
lish is our language, we will for a while be depending on 
in-pew Mass cards to learn the new prayers.  

¢ƘŜ ά[ƻǊŘ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳέ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǿ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΣ 
ά!ƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ {ǇƛǊƛǘέ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ά!ƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦέ 
¢ƘŜ /ƻƴŦƛǘŜƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ άǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ ŦŀǳƭǘΣ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ ŦŀǳƭǘΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ Ƴƻǎǘ ƎǊƛŜǾƻǳǎ ŦŀǳƭǘΦέ ¢ƘŜ 
Ƴƻǎǘ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƭƻǊƛŀ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ 
praying that until Christmas because the Gloria is not 
said during Advent. The changes will not just be in the 
words we say but in the words we hear. The majority of 
word changes are in the prayers the priest says. Matt 
and I will be challenged to pray the new prayers well; 
you will be challenged to hear them with fresh ears. 

Time will tell whether the new translation is new 
and improved or just new. Liturgy is the most important 

thing we do as believers. 
We need to continue to 
do liturgy to the best of 
our ability. Perhaps Ad-
vent is the best time to 
embrace this new ap-
proach. 

 – Joe Creedon 

 

dvent is the perfect time to clear and prepare 
the Way. Advent is a winter training camp for 
those who desire peace. By reflection and 

prayer, reading and meditation, we can make our 
hearts a place where a blessing of peace would desire 
to abide and where the birth of the Prince of Peace 
might take place. 

ά5ŀƛƭȅ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ !ǊŜ 
there any feeling of discrimination toward race, sex or 
religion? Is there a lingering resentment, an unforgiven 
injury living in our hearts? Do we look down upon oth-
ers of lesser social standing or educational achieve-
ment? Are we generous with the gifts that have been 
given to us, seeing ourselves as their stewards and not 
their owners? Are we reverent of others, their ideas 
and needs, and of creation? These and other questions 
become Advent lights by which we may search the 
ŘŜŜǇΣ ŘŀǊƪ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΦέ 

– From A Pilgrim’s Almanac, p.196 
 By Ed Hays 

Ed Hays has been a priest in the Kansas City, Kan.,  
archdiocese since 1958. He is the author of more than 

thirty books on contemporary spirituality.  

 

An Advent Examination 

 

º 
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t has been about 10 years since we recorded our 
first parish CD to coincide with the 50th anniver-
sary of Christ the King Parish. Now that we are 

celebrating our 60th anniversary, the parish staff has de-
cided to release a new recording that features the mem-
bers of the CTK music ministry and some of the songs we 
sing here at the parish. 

The title of the CD ς ά¢ƘŜ 9ȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ IŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ ς 
is also the theme of our parish this year, and it ties in 
well with our ongoing practice of stewardship. The music 
selections on the CD come from a broad list of sugges-
tions from staff members as well as members of the CTK 
music ministry. Some of the songs that will be included 
on the CD are: 

ǐ The Eyes and Hands of Christ (Tom Kendzia) 

ǐ Here I Am, Lord (Dan Schutte) 

ǐ Come With Me Into The Fields (Dan Schutte) 

ǐ Jerusalem, My Destiny (Rory Cooney) 

ǐ Clothed In Love (Tom Kendzia) 

ǐ Faithful Family (Rory Cooney) 

ǐ You Have Anointed Me (The Dameans) 

ǐ This Is The Day (Tom Kendzia) 

ǐ Pan de Vida (Jaime Cortez) 

These past few weeks, you may have noticed that we 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōƻǘƘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀ άƴŜǿ aŀǎǎέ ς that 
is, different settings of the Mass parts (the Gloria, Holy 
Holy, Memorial Acclamation and Great Amen). Because 
the Roman Missal has been revised and will start being 
used in the parish on the first Sunday of Advent this year, 
we needed new musical settings for the Mass parts to go 
ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ ǘŜȄǘǎΦ !ƴŘ ǎƻ LΩǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 
of Mass parts for the parish called the Mass of Christ the 
King.  

I have wanted to write a Mass for the parish for some 
time now, and the beginnings of this process started a 
few years ago. Yet in fact, it really started 25 years ago, 
when I first began as music director for Christ the King 
tŀǊƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ 
that we still use today.  

The heart of the Mass of Christ the King, however, 
really took shape melodically and harmonically when I 
wrote a setting of the Lamb of God for the Pastoral Insti-
tute of Maynooth College in Ireland in the Summer of 
2007, the year I was guest conductor for the Institute. 
Along with the Lamb of God came Taste and See, a Com-
munion song we frequently sing at the parish. These two 
pieces set the stage for the Mass parts we are now be-
ginning to use.  

The music for the new Holy Holy, Memorial Acclama-
tion (now called the Mystery of Faith) and the Great 
Amen have an Irish feel to the music, and are closely 
aligned to the setting for the Lamb of God / Taste and 
See. The music of the Gloria is set in a different meter, 
but bears musical similarity to the rest of the new Mass 
parts. 

It gives me great pleasure to tell you that this new 
Mass setting, the Mass of Christ the King, will also appear 
on the parish CD. And perhaps most important of all, this 
Mass is dedicated to Fr. Joe Creedon for the many dedi-
cated years he has given to Christ the King, and for shar-
ing his vision of ministry and stewardship with all of us. 
He has enriched the lives of all parishioners, both past 
and present, with his talent, faith and commitment  

The release of the parish CD is scheduled for early  
winter 2011-12. 

 – Tom Kendzia 

New Parish CD to be Released  

 

Religious Formation classes and other program cancellations will be broadcast  
as early as possible on the day of the scheduled classes or event on: 

Television stations – WPRI 12, NBC 10, ABC 6, FOX 64 PROVIDENCE 

Radio stations ð 92 Pro FM, 93.3 Coast FM, 94HJY, Cat Country 98.1,  
Big Hits B101, LiteRock 105, 920WHJJ  and CTK Web site –  www.ctkri.org 
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STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION 

ur son, Alex Hedglen, chose to at-
tend a different kind of summer 
camp this year. Instead of the usual 

activities like swimming, boating and 
campfires, Alex went to Texas ς in the 
midst of a string of 100+ degree days ς to 
attend Camp Fort Worth (CFW), a week-
long service camp for youth in the diocese 
ƻŦ CƻǊǘ ²ƻǊǘƘΦ /C² ƛǎ Ǌǳƴ ōȅ !ƭŜȄΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜΣ 

Jeff Hedglen, youth minister at St. Bar-
tholomew Catholic Church. Jeff created 
ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎŀƳǇ мо ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ 
changed the lives of countless teens since. 

Alex attended CFW for the first time in 
the summer of 2010, while he was in the 
Phase II CTK confirmation program. He 
wanted to earn service hours for confirma-
tion, and to experience this camp he had 
heard so much about from Uncle Jeff, who 
is also his godfather and was his confirma-
ǘƛƻƴ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊΦ /C²Ωǎ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀ ŦƻǊ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ 
an environment for a change of heart has 
proven to be very successful. Each partici-
pant is placed in a group of about 10 

youths and one adult. The group travels to 
a different site each day, where they per-
form odd jobs or visit with residents. These 
sites include places like the Salvation 
Army, the local food bank, the Boys & Girls 
Club, a nursing home, and the home site 
where the campers stay, usually a church 
or school. Each day is dedicated to one 
section of the Our Father, and throughout 
the day campers are encouraged to reflect 
on how that section relates to the service 
ǘƘŜȅ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
love and the power of the Holy Spirit in a 
profound way. 

   Especially memorable to Alex was the 
ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ άƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǊƻǎŀǊȅΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎŀƳǇŜǊǎ 
have spent some time in silent prayer. The 
campers sit on the floor in a large, dark 
auditorium; as each prayer of the rosary is 
said, a candle is lit to represent a bead. 
When the rosary is complete, the room is 
aglow with candles in the shape of a ro-
sary. Together with daily Mass and praise 
and worship music sessions, this provides 
an ideal opportunity for the loving peace 
of God to rest in fertile hearts. 

After such a profound experience at 
CFW in 2010, Alex attended a reunion 
weekend for campers in January 2011, and 
decided to go back again this past summer 
as part of the Alumni Team. He helped to 
prepare for the campers, assisted the work 
teams, and was able to experience CFW 
from a different perspective this time. Af-
ter the camp Alex and some of his friends 
had an opportunity to visit Father Richard 
Beaumont, former pastor of St. Bartholo-
mew, who played a very important role in 
KenΩǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǿŀƭƪ ŀǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ 
(and who also officiated at our marriage!)  

One piece of advice the retired priest 
ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŦǘ ǿŀǎΥ ά5ƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǎŜ 
WŜǎǳǎΦ IƻƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƭŜǘ ƎƻΦέ 

 – Elise & Ken Hedglen 

Not Your Average Summer Camp 

 

 

Alex Hedglen 

Save  
   the   
     Date. . .  

December 3 & 4 

ST. NICHOLAS  
COLLECTION 

Wednesday 
December 14 

7 p.m.  

PARISH ADVENT 
RECONCILIATION  

December 17 & 18 

ADVENT 

FOOD COLLECTION 

Friday 
December 30 

6:30 p.m.  

FAMILY 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 
(PARISH HALL) 

Sunday 
January 15 

BLOOD DRIVE 
(PARISH HALL) 

Wednesday 
February 22 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
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Meet a Eucharistic Minister  

er voice is a God-given talent and she shares it with 

those who attend Christ the King. Pat Turner has 

been singing in the Christ the King choir on and off 

since 1981, when she came to Rhode Island to attend 

graduate school at the University of Rhode Island. She be-

gan to sing at the Sunday 8 p.m. Mass, which attracts many 

students from the University. Currently, she sings mainly at 

the 11:35 a.m. Mass but because she is a cantor she some-

times sings at other Masses. 

While in graduate school, she worked part time for the 
National Marine Fisheries Service. She continues to work 
for them now as a full-time data base manager for a group 
of shark biologists. 

While in graduate school she not only found a career but 
she also met her husband, Chris. They married and have 
three children, a daughter and two boys. Her daughter 
works at a charter school in Washington, D.C., her oldest 
son flies helicopters for the Coast Guard and the youngest is 
now a senior at Bryant University. When the children were 
young, Pat was active in various school-based organizations 

such as the PTO and library 
programs. 

Her love of books has led 
her to run an on-line book-
selling business. She special-
izes in the sale of non-
fiction works. As Pat says, 
this business keeps her with 
enough pin money to sup-
port the little extras that 
she wants. 

Recently, Pat was diagnosed with breast cancer. She has 
completed her treatment and her doctors feel very optimis-
tic about her prognosis. She is so appreciative of the 
strength and support she received from her many friends in 
the choir. Their prayers and support gave her such a lift as 
she was working her way through the treatment. She wants 
everyone to know how important their concern for her was 
ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΦ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŜȄπ
press her gratitude.  

 – Lee DeLucia 

hrist the King has 
been a part of Mary 
/ƻǿƎŜǊΩǎ life since 

her days as an undergradu-
ate in the College of Educa-
ǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ¦wL ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ΩфлΦ 
Away from her family in 
New Jersey, Mary felt wel-
comed by both Father Cree-
don and Father John Soares, 
URI chaplain at the time. 

    Mary completed her 
graduate degree in Early 

Childhood Special Education in 1996, and began work in the 
Newport school system. In 1997, Mary married Todd, and 
they lived in Tiverton for several years. The couple wel-
comed their first son, Patrick, in 2000 and their second and 
third sons Jonathon in 2002 and Brady in 2004. 

While her children were younger, Mary worked as an 
adjunct professor at URI and Salve Regina University. In 
2006, she began working for the South Kingstown School 
system and is currently a kindergarten teacher at West 

Kingston Elementary School. The Cowgers moved to South 
Kingstown in 2004, and Mary found herself again drawn to 
the welcoming community of Christ the King. The call to 
stewardship and the many opportunities for service were  
appealing to Mary, who sought to involve her family in the 
faith journey. By seeking out  opportunities such as helping 
with coffee and donuts after Mass, Mary says their young 
ǎƻƴǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ aƻƳ ŀƴŘ 5ŀŘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ 
do the right thing; it was the boys learning from the exam-
ǇƭŜ ǎŜǘ ōȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦέ 

About two years ago, Mary decided to expand her stew-
ardship journey by becoming a Eucharistic minister. With 
her three sons in varying stages in their own Eucharistic 
journeys, and Todd, who was welcomed to the table 
through the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults, Mary is 
very much aware of the blessings of the journey of faith and 
stewardship. 

She says she is honored to be part of the celebration: 
it has led to a greater understanding of the Mass and the 
diversity of experiences parishioners bring to the table. 

– Patti Alley 

 

 

Meet a Choir Member 

 

Mary Cowger 

 

Pat Turner 
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Enhancing a Prayerful Environment  

CHRISTMAS 

SEASON 

MASS 

SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday 

December 24 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

8 p.m. and 10 p.m. 

Sunday 

December 25 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

8 a.m. and 10 a.m. 

Saturday 

December 31 

NEW YEARõS  

VIGIL MASS  

5 p.m. 

Sunday 

January 1 

NEW YEARõS DAY 

8, 9:15 and 11:35 a.m. 

eek after week, many of us ad-
mire the beautiful decorations on 
the altar and never ask who cre-

ated them. Personally, I always thought 
they were done by a professional, a flo-
rist hired by the parish to come in and 
do the work. I should have known that 
within our talented parish there is 
someone who has such a great flair for 
decorating ς that someone is Arlene 
Reynolds.  

Arlene is a member of the Liturgy 
Committee and one of her responsibili-
ties is to oversee the church environ-
ment, decorating inside the church and 
at the doors. Arlene has been a member 
of the Liturgy Committee since moving 
back to Rhode Island and becoming a 
member of Christ the King about 19 
years ago. At that time, someone else 
was doing the decorating and Arlene 
helped out where she could. However 
when that person went away for the 
winter one year, Arlene took over and 

has been doing it ever since. Now she 
has helpers assisting her each week. 

Every Friday Arlene purchases, picks 
or cuts the items she needs to do her 
decorating. Sometimes the display is 
much more elaborate, depending on the 
season or holiday. For example, Thanks-
giving, Advent and Christmas displays 
take much more time to prepare. When 
I asked her about her favorite holyday 
ǘƻ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜ ŦƻǊΣ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǇƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ 
told me she really enjoys what she does 
all year round. 

Decorating is not the only thing Ar-
lene has done for the parish. In fact, 
when I was asked to write this article, I 
was told that Arlene Reynolds was a 
άǎǘŀǇƭŜ ŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΦέ  LŦ ȅƻǳ 
DƻƻƎƭŜ ƘŜǊ ƴŀƳŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ƴǳπ
merous CTK weekly bulletins listing her 
as the contact for this or that. She is 
definitely one who has taken the call of 
Stewardship to heart and has contrib-
uted in a meaningful way to parish life. 

Over the years Arlene has written and 
coordinated the Bible School program, 
been a Eucharistic Minister and served 
on the Bereavement Committee. Her 
service on the Bereavement Committee 
ōŜƎŀƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
a year ago. She was so moved by the 
hospitality of the Bereavement Commit-
tee that she decided to join and try to 
give back, as so many had done for her. 

So many of us go to church week af-
ter week and take for granted the things 
that are necessary to make the parish 
run. There are so many jobs that are 
done by so many people and most of us 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
scenes. It is people like Arlene and so 
many others who get involved that 
make our parish experience what it is 
ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪΦ ! ōƛƎ άǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ 
you! 

 – Karen Pinch 

 

 

Arlene Reynolds 



oming from a strong 
family background, it 
is not surprising that 

Alex Rossi has become a 
lector as part of his stew-
ardship. Alex was baptized, 
made his First Eucharist 
and was confirmed here at 
Christ the King, as were his 
sisters, Jordan, now a 
sophomore at the Univer-

sity of Rhode Island, and Christine, a sophomore at The 
Prout School. All the Rossi family members have partici-
ǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇΦ !ƭŜȄΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ James, 
was a Eucharistic minister and served on the finance 
committee; his mother, Mary Ellen, is now a lector; and 
both sisters have assisted in the CCD program. 

Alex is a senior at Prout and is diligently searching for 
the college where he hopes to study engineering, which 
may lead to a career in international engineering, law or 
the medical field. He has maintained honor roll status, 
run cross country, and played ice hockey and tennis. He 
is also enrolled in many IB courses, is a member of the 

math league and is a lector at the school liturgies. He 
hopes to become a Eucharistic minister at school in the 
near future.  

Alex is also a student ambassador, giving guided tours 
of the school during open house and visiting Msgr. Clarke 
School to speak of his experiences as a student at Prout. 
He also visits many elementary schools in Warwick and 
Providence to assist with technical support for their 
theater departments. He has been involved in theater 
since his early years; and his expertise in the acting field 
and gift of a strong voice have won him more than a few 
starring roles. 

 Alex believes that acting gave him the impetus to be-
come a lector. Although he says he is a bit nervous while 
standing in front of the congregation, he feels a sense of 
satisfaction in being able to speak the word of God. He 
reads the lessons several times prior to the Sunday he is 
ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘΦ !ƭŜȄ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
a lector until he signed up and found they would be on 
the same team. He hopes to continue in that ministry 
while in college. 

– Margaret Riley 

STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION 
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Family Involvement 
 

Alex Rossi 

 

hose were the words of Diane Sherman when 
asked to describe her stewardship as a member of 
the Hospitality Committee here at Christ the King. 

As we spoke about writing this article, Diane said she 
ŎƘƻǎŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ άLǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
people feel welcome. The Stewardship programs at 
/ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΦέ   
Diane is a warm, caring person who has chosen hospital-
ity has her stewardship contribution to our parish. Diane 
and her husband, Lloyd, have been parishioners at Christ 
the King since 2007. They have two grown children. 
Diane is a teaching assistant at the Broad Rock Middle 
School for 5th and 6th graders. She has worked in educa-
tion for about 12 years. 

¢ƘŜ ŘƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ άƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅέ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻǊŘƛŀƭ ǊŜπ
ception of guests. Here at Christ the King the hospitality 
stewards welcome us in with a smile, a word or two and 
sometimes a handshake. Depending on how well you 

know the hospitality 
person at the liturgy 
you are attending, you 
may even be lucky 
enough to get a hug. On 
a personal note, one of 
the reasons I joined 
Christ the King is be-
cause of the warm wel-
come I received each 
time I attended mass 
here. 

So the next time you 
ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ р ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ 
Mass on a Saturday 
evening, say hello to Diane and the other hospitality min-
isters and thank them for their stewardship example.  

– Marie White 

 

Diane Sherman 

Serving is Where Itõs At 
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More than Two Decades of Stewardship  

imothy F.X. Sullivan has a 
lovely, deep voice and a pene-
trating, positive attitude. Mar-

ried in 1971 to the former Ann Susan 
McCoy, the Sullivans have lived in Nar-
ragansett for the past 20 years. They 
raised two sons, Daniel F.X., who 
works for Dimeo Construction, and 
Brian F.X., who works at Ocean Tides. 
Brian is the father of three sons who 
gave have given Tim and Ann their 
preferred title ς proud grandparents. 

Born in Fox Point, Tim attended St. 
WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ /ƭŜŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΤ ƘŜ 
continued on to Hope High School, 
and in an unusual twist of fate, gradu-
ated from The Wentworth Institute 
instead of the expected Providence 
/ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ ά.Ŝǎǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ŜǾŜǊΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  
His long career with Dimeo Construc-
tion as Senior Planner/Estimator has 
given Tim a set of tools  he uses fre-
quently to assist our parish. 

Like so many of us, the Sullivans 
found a spiritual home and a welcom-
ing atmosphere at Christ the King. 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊΣέ 
¢ƛƳ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¦ƴƭƛƪŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎΣ ƘŜǊŜ 
you could serve on 10 committees, 
shovel the snow, sing in the choir. You 
pick what you want... This spirit gives me a sense of com-
ƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ Lǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎΦέ !ƴŘ 
try he does. 

 

    ¢ƛƳΩǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ 
humbling: he served on the Parish Ac-
tivities committee for 12 years (two 
years as Chairman) which led to a seat 
on the Parish Council; he and Ann 
have been Eucharistic ministers, and 
ƘŜΩǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
budgeting of virtually every building 
campaign and renovation project dur-
ing the last 20 years at CTK. The new 
roof, the installation of A/C, the re-
moval and replacement of the narthex 
doors, renovations to the choir loft, 
new carpeting and sound system all 
ŎŀǊǊȅ ¢ƛƳΩǎ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǇǊƛƴǘǎΦ άLŦ L Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ 
ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ CŀǘƘŜǊ /ǊŜŜŘƻƴΩǎ ǿƛǎƘ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ 
what he deems necessary then I want 
ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦέ 

    ¢ƻŘŀȅ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ¢ƛƳ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǊƻƭŜΥ 
Collector. This ministry is a perfect fit 
ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 
free time. While you may think the 
delivery and retrieval of the baskets 
are random there is a little secret ς 
small white dots that mark certain 
pews help the collector know exactly 
which pew should receive the baskets. 
This makes for a smooth, natural flow 
during the collection. The final duty of 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ άǇǊŜǇŀǊŜέ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 

that has been asked to bring up the gifts to the altar. The 
idea of bringing forward gifts seems a perfect metaphor to 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ¢ƛƳ {ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴΩǎ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇΦ 

– Ami Green 

 

Timothy F.X. Sullivan 

 

 Did 
You 
Know.. .  

Parishioners Taylor Matook, Haley Book-
binder, Amber Worthen and Abbey Greene 
won the State Division II Girls Volleyball 
Championship on Saturday. They are all 
members of the Exeter-West Greenwich 
Squad. They had an undefeated season and 
Taylor Matook was named MVP of the tour-
nament.  

Andrea Krupp, director of the Catholic 
Foundation of Rhode Island for the Diocese 

of Providence, recently accepted two stew-
ardship recognition awards on behalf of the 
diocese at the annual International Catholic 
Stewardship Conference held in Orlando. 
The awards are presented to dioceses or 
parishes that have best exemplified a dedi-
cation to promoting stewardship principles 
over the past year. This year, the Catholic 
Foundation of Rhode Island won first place 
in Total Foundation Effort and honorable 
mention for Total Planned Giving Effort. 
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Meet the Religious Formation Staff  

f you have kids or grandkids 
chances are youΩve been 
touched by the stellar Religious 

Formation program here at Christ the 
King. Regardless of your involvement 
or experience with the program, the 
ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǘƘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǎǳŎπ
cess for so many years is because of 
the devotion and steadfast work the 
staff has brought to the curriculum. 

Jennifer Marran is at the helm and 
has been the Director of Religious 
Formation starting in 1984 for four 
years, taking time off to raise her 
three sons and returning again in 
1994. Those who know Jen can attest 
to being drawn in by her infectious 
ǎƳƛƭŜΣ άƎƻ ǘŜŀƳέ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƛǊŜπ
less dedication to making the RF pro-
gram at CTK the best in the diocese . 

There are many facets of the RF 
program and the one that stands out 
most to Jen is the involvement of the 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ /¢Y ƘƻƳŜΦ άI think 
the biggest strength of our RF pro-
gram is the number of families willing 
to get involved ς it makes for 
stronger, more creative opportunities 
ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣέ WŜƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
smile. 

The program continues to grow 
each year and one of the newest de-

velopments is the addition of new 
Safe Environment Lessons for chil-
dren, called Circle of Grace, which 
were recently adopted by the diocese. 
It helps children understand God's 
love as a Circle of Grace surrounding 
them, and their right to be kept safe 
at all times. The program is being im-
plemented at all levels from Kinder-
garten through Confirmation. 

The Marrans have belonged to CTK 
since 1984 when Jen and Mike were 
married here. ά/ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǘƻƻƪ 
to help raise our children, who are 
ƴƻǿ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΣέ ƴƻǘŜŘ WŜƴΦ 

The most satisfying part of her job 
as director of religious formation is 
watching families grow in faith and 
membership in our community, mod-
eling faith and stewardship to and 
with their children ς seeing when 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ άƎŜǘǎ ƛǘέ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ άLǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
when someone shares how their in-
volvement in our program has 
touched their lives and impacted their 
ŦŀƛǘƘΣέ WŜƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

Jen has also been involved in other 
ministries over the years, such as 
serving on the liturgy committee, Bi-
ble study, as a lector, and currently 
ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘƛŎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΦ άL 
regularly attend parish Adult Educa-
tion opportunities because it opens 
my eyes and my mind to new ways of 
living faith. With three sons, I was 
involved in Boy Scout leadership for 
the past 18 years, mostly as den 
leader, advancement coordinator, and 
troop committee member. In addition 
to Troop work, I serve as a counselor 
for the Catholic Boy Scout religious 
emblems. I have been honored to 
receive the Bronze Pelican and St. 
George medals, two BSA Catholic 
adult awards. I have also been fortu-

nate enough to share some of the 
great things we do at CTK with the 
wider faith community as past presi-
dent of the Professional Religious 
Educators of Providence (PREP), cur-
rent member of the diocesan advisory 
board for the Office of Religious Edu-
cation, and as an NCEA (National 
Catholic Education Association) na-
tional Catechetical Scholar. I am truly 
blessed to be involved with so many 
ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ WŜƴΦ 

f you need to be re-energized, 
sit down with assistant director 
of Religious Formation Geor-

gann Lardaro ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
things in a whole new light. 

This highly focused and spunky 
member of our parish family can light 
up an entire room in a flash. She came 
on board as secretary of RF in 1994, 
taking on the role as RF chair soon 
after. Next she headed the junior high 
program, taking on the Confirmation 
program in 1999.  

άL ǿŀǎ ŀ aŀǎǘŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ DƛǊƭ 
Scouts and very much involved with 
the older girl program," she ex-
plained,  working at camp as program 
director, training new leaders, girl 
training plus volunteer leader, among 

Jennifer Marran 

 

Living Her Faith 

 

 

 

Georgann  

Lardaro 

The Power of Teens 
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ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΣ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ 
a bit easier to shift the focus from 
DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƻ DƻŘΦέ  

A member of the parish for nearly 
three decades, she worshipped at CTK 
as a URI student, has three grown 
children who were confirmed here, 
and has taught every grade of RF. 

 άLϥƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜǎ 
that we run this office like any 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣϦ DŜƻǊƎŀƴƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ ά²Ŝ Řƻ 
all the same stuff ς registrations, 
medical ς that schools do. Our enroll-
ment is mid 600s, so we are like a 
small school that meets one day a 
week. I don't think anyone knows how 
much stuff gets hauled over to three 
different buildings and back every 
Sunday. There are 39 classrooms that 
need to be set up ς teachers needing 
supplies and so on, for about 23 out 
ƻŦ рн ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΦέ  

 She has advice for those who 
άŘƻƴϥǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ CƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ 
big deal. I say what I say to the kids all 
the time ς faith is something that is 
always with you, in your biggest suc-
cesses and your horrible failures. God 
is with you. Why wouldn't you want 
to learn more?" For her, it is that 
"Aha!" moment when a teenager 
really gets it and is touched by their 
DƻŘΦ άL ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƪƛŘǎ ǎǘƻǇ ƳŜ ƛƴ ƎǊƻπ
cery stores, Panera Bread and on the 
beach and tell me that I have made a 
difference for them. That just takes 
my breath away." 

She instituted the preparation of 
Welcome House meals for the 8th 
grade classes, the Souper Bowl parish 
project, and years ago started what is 
now the Seder meal for 6th graders, 
in addition to letters to the First Com-
munion students from the 8th grad-
ers. Georgann is also a Eucharistic 
minister and an EM for funerals.  

Georgann asks everyone to look 
out, as she does, for the άƳƻǎǘ Ƴƛǎǳƴπ
derstood and misrepresented human 

beings on this planetτteens!  Please 
don't give up on teenagersτever! I 
think they have the goodness and 
courage to right what is wrong with 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ 

od bestows many gifts on all of 
us, and one such example is 
Brenda Tougas and the vital, 

myriad roles she fills as administrative 
assistant in the Religious Formation 
Program. A member of the parish for 
more than 17 years, Brenda joined 
ǘƘŜ wC ǎǘŀŦŦ ƛƴ мфффΦ ¢ƘŜ άǾƻƛŎŜέ ƻŦ 
the program, she is usually the first 
contact parish members have when 
reaching out for information. 

Brenda said the biggest strength of 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ 
many stewards who work with us to 
help educate the parish children in 
their faith. They are such an inspira-
tion in being examples of steward-
ǎƘƛǇΦέ  {ƘŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
άŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƘŜƭǇΣ 
whether it be an hour or two or a 
whole day. They have helped us in the 
office so much that I feel without 
their presence it would take us twice 
as long to accomplish what we do on 
ŀ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎΦέ 

She stressed parental attendance 
at Mass and participation in RF classes 

ǘƻ άƛƴǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŀƛǘƘ-
based life with their kids. I try to keep 
the conversation positive and let 
them know they are the ones who 
really teach their children what faith 
is all about. That we as religious edu-
cators are giving them opportunities 
to help their children grow in faith 
and to be examples of stewards that 
will be life-long. If you can teach a 
child that Mass is the center of our 
lives, but that we must take it out of 
church and into our communities, 
then we have truly accomplished 
ǎƻƳŜ ƎƻƻŘΦέ 

She says the most satisfying part of 
her job is being here long enough to 
ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪΦ ά²ƘŜƴ L 
talk to kids who have come through 
the program ς when I see them par-
ticipating in this community of faith ς 
L ŀƳ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘΦέ 

.ǊŜƴŘŀ ƛǎ ōƛƭƛƴƎǳŀƭΦ άaȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ 
from Costa Rica and spoke Spanish to 
my brother and me when we were 
growing up. I have been able to be the 
liaison between Assumption parish [in 
tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜϐ ŀƴŘ /¢YΣέ ǎƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ 
άL ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ {Ŝŀƭǎ ƛƴǘŜǊπ
preting for families who needed help 
with their children and their medical 
needs. This work was very fulfilling 
and opened my eyes to the needs of 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿŀȅΦέ 

Brenda has served as a Eucharistic 
minister, kindergarten teacher, Con-
firmation mentor, Religious Formation 
committee member, and has organ-
ized and transported meals to Wel-
come House for the past 11 years. She 
also has been a team manager for 
girls soccer for the past seven years, 
was involved at Msgr. Clarke and 
Prout schools in various organizations, 
was a parent Boy Scout leader and 
taught Spanish classes in the after-
school programs in various schools 
throughout South County. 

– Cheryl L. Butler 

Program Lifeline 

 

 

Brenda 
Tougas 
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To everything there is a season and a time  
  for every purpose under heaven.â Ecclesiastes 3:11 


